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Critical Race Theory 
 

What is it?  
 
 According to Britannica, Critical Race Theory is an “intellectual movement and 
loosely organized framework of legal analysis based on the premise that race is not a 
natural, biological grounded feature of physically distinct subgroups of human beings but a 
socially constructed category that is used to oppress and exploit people of color” 
(Britannica, n.d.). Critical Race Theory has its origins in the 1970s—in the aftermath of the 
Civil Rights Era—as many activists, legal scholars, and lawyers realized that many civil 
rights legislations had stalled or were being rolled back. Early writers such as Derrick Bell, 
Alan Freeman, Richard Delgado, and others convened in 1989 to theorize and strategize 
new ideas to combat the “subtler forms of racism that were gaining around” (Delgado, 
2012). Critical Race Theory builds on two movements: critical legal studies and radical 
feminism (2012). It draws from various philosophers and theorists, most notably Frederick 
Douglass, W. E. B. Du Bois, César Chávez, Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Black Power and 
Chicano movements of the 1960s and 1970s (2012).  
 
 There are a few basic tenets of Critical Race Theory that many would agree on. First, 
racism is ordinary—it is difficult to address because it is not acknowledged. This is what 
writers call “ordinariness” (Delgado, 2012). Second, in what writers call “interest 
convergence”, because racism advances the interest of both white elites and working-class 
whites, there is little incentive to eradicate it. Third, race and races are products of social 
thought and relations that society invents, manipulates, and retires when convenient. 
Lastly, being a minority allows individuals to speak about race and racism, which allows 
them to communicate to white individuals about what they are unlikely to know regarding 
oppression.  
 
What does Critical Race Theory have to do in K-12 Education? 
 
 Education is thought of being the pipeline for students to enter the workforce 
and/or go into a post-secondary institution. Ultimately, it is seen as the way that students 
and families can achieve economic prosperity. However, critical race theorists look at how 
K-12 policies and practices contribute to racial inequalities in education. They’ve looked 
into how racially segregated schools, the underfunding of majority-Black and Latino school 
districts, disproportionate disciplining of minority students, and curricula reinforce racist 
ideas (Sawchuk, 2021). The teaching approach sought out by critical race theorists seeks to 
affirm a student’s ethnic and racial background while helping them identify and critique 
the causes of social inequality in their perspective lives.  
 
Why is there a huge political debate surrounding Critical Race Theory in K-12 
Education? 
 
 Proponents of Critical Race Theory being taught in K-12 education argue that white 
people are not at fault for what their ancestors or white people in the past. Rather, they are 



Rony J. Baltazar-Lopez 
UAPP696: Human Resources Management in Public and Nonprofit Organizations 

 2 

arguing that present day white people have a moral responsibility to address the impacts of 
racism on the lives of minorities. This means ensuring that curriculum teaches students 
that U.S. institutions are “laced with racism embedded in laws, regulations, rules, and 
procedures that lead to differential outcomes by race” (Ray & Gibbons, 2021). 
Furthermore, proponents believe that current educational policies and procedures are a 
hinderance to the pursuit of an equitable democracy for all and it must change.  
 
 Opponents of Critical Race Theory being taught in K-12 education argue that 
changing grading practices or making curriculum less Eurocentric will harm minority 
students and hold them to a less high standard (Sawchuk, 2021). They also argue that 
Critical Race Theory discriminates against white people in order to achieve equity. Critics 
further believe that teaching that “discriminating against people based on their whiteness” 
is harmful to students as they no do not have the capacity to address (Ray & Gibbons, 
2021).  
 
 Critical Race Theory has become such a political debate that many states have either 
introduced or have passed legislation explicitly denouncing Critical Race Theory in schools 
or the discussion or orientation that the United States is inherently racist. Those states 
include Idaho, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Texas, Iowa, New Hampshire, Arizona, and South 
Carolina (Ray & Gibbons, 2021). About 20 additional states plan to or have introduced 
similar legislation.  
 
What is the difference between Critical Race Theory and culturally relevant 
teaching?  
 
 Whereas Critical Race Theory teaches students to identify and critique the causes of 
social inequality in their own lives, culturally relevant teaching uses “the cultural, 
knowledge, prior experiences, frames of reference, and performance styles of ethnically 
diverse students to make learning encounters more relevant to and effective for them” 
(Krauth, 2021). While many educators support culturally relevant teaching in their 
classrooms through strategies that make their minority students feel safe, supportive, and 
inclusive, many of them don’t identify these activities as CRT-related.  
 
What is Delaware House Bill 198? 
 
 Delaware House Bill 198 was signed into law by Governor John Carney on June 17, 
2021. This bill requires that each school district and charter school establish and 
implement a curriculum on Black History for students in grades K-12. Further, this act 
incorporates contemporary events into discussion of Black history and the tools of 
experience. School districts would be required to cover the lessons on Black history, 
including (Gamard & Alamdari, 2021): 
 

• The history and culture of Black people before the African and Black Diaspora, 
including contributions of science, art, and literature.  

• The significance of enslavement in the development of the American economy.  
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• The relationship between white supremacy, racism, and American slavery.  
• The central role racism played in the Civil War.  
• How the tragedy of enslavement was perpetuated through segregation and federal, 

state, and local laws.  
• The contributions of Black people to American life, history, literature, economy, 

politics, and culture.  
• The socioeconomic struggle Black people endured and continue to endure in 

working to achieve fair treatment in the United States.  
• Black figures in national history and in Delaware history.  

 
Does Delaware House Bill 198 require the teaching of Critical Race Theory? 
 
 No. There is no mention of Critical Race Theory; however, there is an emphasis on 
the role of racism, white supremacy, and segregation in American history (Gamard & 
Alamdari, 2021).  
 
What is the role of school districts on Critical Race Theory? 
 
 In Delaware, school districts have autonomy on curriculum being taught in schools. 
While HB 198 outlines the requirements of lessons on Black history that must be taught, 
schools are left with the option of deciding how to implement the curriculum. With regards 
to Critical Race Theory, school districts and their respective boards have the ultimate 
decision on whether or not their schools will implement Critical Race Theory curriculum.  
 
Resources on Critical Race Theory: 
 

• https://www.vox.com/22443822/critical-race-theory-controversy 
• Delgado, Richard. (2012). Critical race theory: an introduction. New York:New York 

University Press. 
• https://www.brookings.edu/blog/fixgov/2021/07/02/why-are-states-banning-

critical-race-theory/ 
• https://www.edweek.org/leadership/what-is-critical-race-theory-and-why-is-it-

under-attack/2021/05 
• https://www.americanbar.org/groups/crsj/publications/human_rights_magazine_

home/civil-rights-reimagining-policing/a-lesson-on-critical-race-theory/ 
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